ALPINE TROOPS.

Boldiera of Italy Who Mansuver Liters
ally Above the Clouds,
Willinm €. Fitz-Gerald writes of
the Alpine soldiers of Ttaly: “All
these soldier mountaineers are crack
ghots, and it is difficult to see how
one of the forte held by them amid
o e grout granite bowlders and ter-
8 rible pinnucles and spireés of the
Great St Bernard could ever be
forced by an enemy in the face of
these troops, who would et as
goouts, crawling up precipices and
planting themselves “on wild and
seemingly innccessible spotd, whence

they would pour an invisible fire
which nothing could withstand.

These Alpine troops when scouting
or reconnoitering in the mountaing
use a curious kind of rifle rest, form-
" ed by three alpenstocks and one of
Jhe pillows they use at nighi when
, Lhey gleep in the snow. For, strange
as it may seem, these men when hive
ouacking at ‘great allitudes do not
frouble to put up tents, but merely
dig out caverns in the vast snow-
drifts and line these with wuter-
proof sheets and blunkets and {here

~

¢leep amid dreary Alpine desolations |
as comforinbly as though they were

B down on earth in a comfortable city
bed.
“The life of the men is magnifi-
{ cently healthy and exhilarating, as
may be seen by the bright eyes, rosy
cheeks and clear cumplexnms of a
arty of scouts that come glissading
ike lightning down the slopes of
frozen snow on their long curving
skees, guided and supported by the
alpcmtmk The troops also carry
arctic sledges for the transport of
their \\mlmlud, and sometimes real-
istic demonstrations are given, when
one or several men will lie at full
length on these sledges and be drag-
ged or glissaded over glacier and
gnowlield.”

Of Sunday in the Swiss Alps: “It

is a fact that these troops maneuver
literplly aliove the clouds, and there
is no more impressive spectacle than
a Sunday morning service in some
little ey rocess al 9,000 or 10,000
feel., when the elinplain of the regi-
ment niod s into oo rade portable
wlpit wnd diseonrses
led soldiers who nre shivering in
their Ties even thougl it he .Iul\ or
August, The members of the band
])[:I\ the Livmns, which reverberate
througls the awlul desolations of
;.;lm.:n_' aind snow  peak,”-—Chicago
News,

QUEER COINCIDENCES.

Andrew Lang Tells About a Clock and
a Lettor

Here is o oveal curwus voineidence,

raporied to me byoa frustworthy

triend, My Fricid pand o visit, with

i companion, al-o Known (o me,

il ]ilti.\’. O bl clidmes Ilil‘- ool fle

drawing room wae a0 black marble
‘elock, not gormg, and near it a sl
vound clock in waorking veder.  Suid-
denly a child of the ludy of the
honze, ~I;1II|[ir1_':, o the hearth I,
cudd, “Mother, tw e clock™ (the
bluck mavhle olock) =5 ticking.™

“Lenpossible!™ sgil his mother, "1t
ligs ot ticked for wany o month,
I broke the peanlabam mysell” Ey-
ery one present then examimad the

marble clock, which was ticking
nway steadily, wmd the coineldence

wag Lhat it had taken up the time
oaecnrd with the

Nooone Dl

B t

g correchly and wa
ammall clock Dbeslbile
touched the bluck warble ¢lock.,

OF this eoincidence | cin u!ll'\' ol-
fer the explinwion which must al-
'I‘t':lt!} have oconrred to every reader.
somebody iy the Bovse st have
got the clock mwender 1o mowl the
arble clock without informing the
IiltI_\‘ of the house. he elock st
have heen set 1o Lie vight time, and
neither the lwdy not her visitors
happened to notice it feking till it
was observed by the ¢hild on the
hearth rug. 10 this view be dis-
proved, then there wuas a genunine
miracle—a elock going, or ticking al
nll events, witli a hroken pendulum,
Buch is the weakness of humpn tes-
'illllllll\' Lhil 1y frivand dogs not el
me whether the big hands
were moving o whether only
ticked.

I Kknow nothing aonalogous Lo 4
clock thal ticked withoul going ex-
cept a queer story of o letter, which
i2 vouched for by the signalures of
the persons who wrote the sareative
and who stuck toit when cross ex-
amined orally., "Uhey were a brother
and sister, living together, OUne
evening a letter came to their house
directed to their care, but address-
gl to a third person, who did not
Live with them. "T'he sister placed
the letter on  the chimneypicce,
meaning to put on the proper ad-
| dress.  Presently the letter began

to tick like a watch and kept on

ticking, "I'he brother came in and

heard the ticking: ‘I'hey examined

the letter, could find no explang-

tion and next morming carried the

strange epistle to the person for

whom if was meant. The letler

proved to be extremely impoertant,

though the umelup& was not murked

“Immediate,” like envelopes con-

tuining adverlizements, Apparent-

Iy the lvtlvr. liko ull matter, secord-

ing to Haeckel, was not destitute of

consciousness and knew that it was

in & hurey, Of course, the black

marble clock may on these principles

have had not only consciousness, but

conscience, und said to itself: “Let

- me fulfll the purpose of wy being.

N (3o | canpot without & pendulum,

' but tick I can snd will.” None the

less the normu! uphuunon seens

the better—Andrew Lang in Ilus-
trated Londou News.
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SLOUCHED HATS.

They Once Caused » Rict With Great
Loss of Life In Spain.

Has not some one ealculated that
8 sixth part of the memoirs of St
Simon in the original is occupied
with the controversy whether or not
the president of parlimment should
wear his hat or pul it on the desk
when performing vavious functions?
At length the matier was compro-
IIIIM'[] The Tierd-stat should wear

a chapeau rubattu, which had the
slouched brim pinned up.  This
childish quareel wag remermnbersd,
no doubt, when the sintes general
mel and the king hinfangued them.
His gpeech over, he put on hig hat,
and the noblesse didd likewise, wes
cording to their privilege, "I'he cpm-
mons had no such elaim, bhut they

nobles, The revolution might have
begun that day with a scrimmage in
the king's presence had he not re-

moved lyis own hat, when uall, of
course, did the same,
But slowched hats had alvendy

tn the assem-

caused a riot in Spain, which Tusted
80 long and cost so mmiy lives (hat
il might almost he termed a civil
[war. "This was twenty years earlior,
Charles 1EL thought them untidy,
He thought the strects of Lis capital
untidy also awd  denounced  botli
eyesores in an wilicl.  Fyery Span-
jard hencefortly must pin up his
flopping briny, and every honscehold-
¢r of Madrid must clean the sieeel
opposite his premiges,  Forthwith
the people rose. “I'hey were Little in

terested comparatively in the sirect
cleaning, bur thev would die fop
their hat<, Al o good iy of
them did, Lt nov anavenged,  More
than w week the fray lasted, buai it
waes thonght remarkable by fordigh
observers that at pe . regularly

the soldiers piled arms, the furiouns
Citizens withdrew and silence reign-
ed for one hour. Both partics were
enjoving the slesta exeepl perhaps
the wonnded.  Afrer that interval
they recommenced.  Mhe King o,
wndd Tor the rest of his Life he never
returned to Madreid  willingly,  1n
fuet, 10 was undersioold e designed
to make Seville the capital hoenee-
forth ard only gave up the project
wlien his ministers shiowed hin what
n vast s he had already spent oy

the new palace. So mighty may be
the Intloence of the bat in state af-
fates.  Finally the King compro-
mised, e withileew his ediel 20
fur as the realur at arge was con
cerned.  Within the walls of Mad-
vill every e must wear his beim

pinned up, but outside he was af lib
erly Lo det it sloweh, But the police
courts did not cense to be busy until
the fushion changed. — St James”
Ceazelte.

The “Race of the Zoophytes."

Much of the superstilion in puel-
ry, savs Andrew ‘{'iielrll in the Lon-
tlon Giraphic, is due to the imperfec-
tons of science.  Crabbe, {or exann-
ple, wrote of the Zoophytes that he
styled = raee, which seience, doub-
ing, knows not where to place.” ln
Crabbe’s davs at Aldhorpugh he be-
came Tomiline with the ~sea flowers"
with which the sea writek was often
miseil,  To him they represented
singular growths that were neither
animal nor vegcluble, Yet even in
Crabbes day the zoophyies were
known to represent colonies of ani-
mls growing in the strange verisi
militude of plants, AU the very
leust the poet commmitied no vital
error, for he knew the race “involved
in sen wrack™ was o living one, and
he Ll'l.!il\ comtented on the ||'Iﬂi1‘li|l_v
of svience placing o v any eategory
of satistactory Kind,

The Straightest Line.

The strangest thing in nafure
arl s o ray of hght when passing
thirough u medinm of uniforme den-
sity; hence the eveis ensbled Lo test
Lhe stralghiness of an edge or tube
by holding it as nearly as possible
coincident with a ray af Halil, sueh
puris  as I*"|J.ll'| Tronn strmghiness
then infercopting the ray and eigtis-
ing a shade 1 e cast upon other
parts. L is not known ab what esrly
period i the history of mankind the
digeovery was made fhat straight-

ult

ness could be thus determined, 1 is
certain thir thousands of mechianics
use the method ity without being

able to give a eitional explanalion
of it, This primitive mode of test-
ing straightness, on aocount of its
speal convenience wld neuraey, is
ikely o continue in to ihe end
of the world.

e

“Pin Money.”

Pins were upknown at the begin
ning of the sixteenth century, Poor
!n.‘llplt' H:L‘l* noaord uI' \\lllllil'll 5!.‘!'\\!'[‘.
while the rich used silver,
boxwoud, When pins lirst cawme into
st they were 50 expensive that only
fushlonuble people could indulge in
rlhl'll] and they were given as New
Yeur gifts and greatly appreciatid.
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arose,

A Natural Question,

The young hopeful had just re
turned from the Sunday school
his mother was busy catechising him
o the afternoon’s lesson.  “You
kuow, mother,” he exclaimed, *1
don't believe Solomon was s rich
ad they maike out.”

“But, lllilllllu," expostulated the
fond parent in pious horror, “you
know what the Bible says

“Yes, I know it says ‘Solomon
slept with YSis futhers.” If he were
40 rich, w;a" dida't he have a hed
19 hiwmselt ¥

maoney |

Iwe thie nelens of u set of
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Whe wecent b5 on e st sy lnble of
cotese, bt the “gram™ I distiactly
sounded e o™ - Exchange.
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RHEUMATISM

LUMBAGO, SCIATICA
NEURALGIA and

KIDNEY TROUBLE

“S.DROPS" taken Internnlly, vids the blood B
of tha poisgnons mutter and aeids which
nre e dicsct causes of these disenses.
Avplied externaily (¢ affords almost in«
stant rellsf from paln, while n parmnnent
cure s being effected by purifsing the B
blood, dissalving the polsousus sube B
stanco and removing It from the sysiem,

DR. 8. D. BLAND

Of Brawton, Ga., writes:

S hmd been s suferar for x number of years
with Lumbago snd Hheimatista In miy aris
il Doy, and trimd mil thie recoedisn that | coald
wathier from medioal works, and alao consuited
with s niitnher of the Legt yno s aiciana, bt feund
lotl:lnu thiat gave the rellef olitalosd from
SRDIOPA." I sbisll presiritie it in my prulll.'l
far choumatinm and kindred disvases.’

FREE

It you are suffering with Rheumatism,
Neurslgla, Kidney Trouble or any lkiln-
drad diseases, write Lo us for a trlal bottle
of "B-DROPS," and test (b yourself,

“'S=DROPS" can be used any length of
tlme without acquiring a "drug habig*"
ns It s enticely free of oplum, cooaine,
sleohpl, laudapum, and otber similer
ingredients,

LargoNiens Hottle, "5.DROPA" (800 Danon)
81,00, For Saleby Drugglats,

SWANSON RHEUMATIC OURE COMPANY,

Dept. 50, 180 Lake Btreot, Uhloagu,

GIVEN FREE.

The Cincinnati Enquirer has just
issused a New Valuable up to date
Wall Chart of three Sheets (six pages)
earh 28 inches wide, 36 inches long,

The first page shows an entirely
New Map of Ohio ; the most beautiful
and exact ever printed. In bringing

| this Map up to date, all new towns

1
| Routes,

" chart

are located, all Electric and Traction
Railroads are shown, all Rural Mail
and portraits of all the
Governors.

On ¢ her pages of this Magnificent
Chart are Maps of the United States
with portraits of all the Presidents.

Map of Panama showing Canal
zone, with data relative to the great
Ship Canal, now being built by the
United States, one of the greatest
enterprises ever attempted.

A topographical Map of the Russia
Japanese Wur district with data and
details of the two great Armies and |
Navies, battle nelds, etc., mcludmg
the last- Naval battle in the straits of
Korea,

A map of the World, with Names
of Rulers. Coats of Arms. Flags of
all Naticas, Steamship Routes, with

| data and Statistics of great worth,

Other maps are the Philippine
Islands, Hawaii, Alaska and “orte
Rico, in all nine listinct maps.

An index will locate any point
Jesired and is so simple a child can
understand it.  The Chart is new,

correct and up to date, making it an |

invaluable educator, indespensable |
or the Home, School, Library, or
College.

The sclling price is $2.50, yet it
worth is many times greater. The
Enquirer Company

Free to subscribers of the |

! weekly Enquirer who remit one dollar

for a years subscription or for a re
newal of old subscription, Agents can
reap a rich harvest soliciting orders
for this grand offer.  Address,
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